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la the Claims 



1 . (currently amended) A method of treating weight loss due to underlying disease in a 
patient* the method comprising administering to the patient an effective amount of an agent 
which reduces sympathetic nervous system activity. 

2. (currently amen* Jed) A The method according to Claim 1 wherein the agent which 
reduces sympathetic nervous system activity is anyon e or mor e of the following oomrxmg^b 
selected from the grou p co nsisting of : a compound which inhibits the effect of aldosterone smh 



imidazoline receptor antagonist; a centrally acting a receptor antagonist; a peripherally acting a 
receptor antagonist; a g;wglion blocking agent; a-drag-th nt hoa on effect on cardiovascular 
reflexes and thereby r ^luoe-S N S activity such as a n opiate; scopolamine; endothclin receptor 
antagonist; a xanthine oxidase inhibitor; and erythropoietin. 

3. (currently amended) A The method according to claim 4- 2 of treating weight loos du e to 
und e rlying disease in a- patient the m e thod comp ri&iflg- ^Hlmini a tcring to the patient an effect i ve 
amount of u wherein the compound which inhibits the effect of aldosicroncrsuek-fls is an 
aldosterone antagonist. 

4. (currently amended) A The method according to Claim 3 wherein the aldosterone 
antagonist is selected from the ^rt >ur> eoiisfcimfc^f compound which inhibit s- the effect of 
aMt^ste^one-is^yH^n^^pironoUictone, testolactone, RU40555 > RU26752, canrenoatc, 
eptercnonc* 3-(17p-hydroxy-3-oxoandrosta- 1,4,6,1 l-tctracn-17a-yl) propionic acid y lactone, 3- 
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mist; a chymase inhibitor, a cathepsin inhibitor, a f* receptor blocker; an 
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(9-a-f!uoro-17p-hydro3<y-3'OXO-andrc>sta-4-en-1 7a-yl) propionic acid y lactone, dihydro- 
spirorenone, spirorenocc, 15,16-rncthylene derivatives of spironolactone, mcspirenonc and 
SC9420. 

5. (withdrawn) A method of claim 1 of treating weight loss due to underlying disease in a 
patient the method comprising administering to the patient an effective amount of a chymase 
inhibitor. 

6. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method according to Claim 5 wherein the 
chymase inhibitor is selecte d from the gro up consisting any-one of alendronate, aprotinin and 
tissue inhibitors of matrix metal loproteinases, 

7. (withdrawn - or, petition; currently amended) A method of cLaim t of treating weight 
Jw^u Mo ■ underlying dis e as e in a pati ent-t hc method comprising administering to the patient an 
effective amount of a cathepsin inhibitor. 

8. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method according to Claim 7 wherein the 
cathepsin B inhibitor is any on e selected from th e gro up consisting of on e pKOV ii u eeiaylpeptide 
sueh-as CA-074 or E64-C, stefin A and cystatin C. 

9. (withdrawn - oj i petition; currently amended) A method of claim 1 o f treating weight 
los?Hfae»t o underlying disease in a ptit ie ni th e m ethod comprising administering to the patient an 
effective amount of a P receptor blocker. 

1 0. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method according to Claim 9 wherein the 
p receptor blocker is any-cme sel ected from the grou p consisting of acebutolol, alprcnolol, 
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atenolol, betaxolol bisoprok>U carteolol, celiprotoL esmolol, labetolol, lavobunoJol, 
mctipranolol metoproloL nadolol, oxprenolol pcnbutolo!> pindolol, propanolot, sotalol, timolol 
nebivolol, carvediloland bucindolol. 

1 1 . (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method of claim I of 4f eating we i ght 
Jess-<*He- to underlying t fee a s c in a patient the method comprising administering to the patient an 
effective amount of an imidazoline receptor antagonist 

1 2. (withdrawn - o:i petition; currently amended) A method according to Claim 1 1 wherein 
the imidazoline receptor antagonist is any-one selected from the group consisting of moxon'tdinc, 
rilmcnidine, pentamidine and a-methyl dopa. 

1 3. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method of claim I of treating w e ight k> s*i 
d«e~to-im dcrlying dis e a s o in a patient tho meth od comprising administering to the patient an 
effective amount of an imidazoline receptor antagonist. 

14. (withdrawn) A method according to Claim 1 3 wherein the centrally acting a receptor 
agonist is clonidine. 

15. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method of claim 1 Defea ting weight 
loss- due to underlying -ii aenso in a pat i ent th o method comprising administering to the patient an 
effective amount of a peripherally acting a receptor antagonist. 

1 6. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method according to Claim 1 5 wherein 
the peripherally acting a receptor antagonist is any one selected f ro m the group consisting of 
doxazosin, prazosin, terazosin and ipsapironc. 
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\ 1. (withdrawn) A method of claim 1 of treating weight loss due to underlying disease in a 
patient the method comprising administering to the patient an effective amount of a ganglion 
blocking agent. 

l£. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method according to Claim 1 7 wherein 
the ganglion blocking agent is any on e selected from the group consisting of azamethonium, 
dicolinium, hexamethonium, mecamylaniinc, pentamethonium, pcntolinium, trimetaphan, 
benzohexonium, hexafluorcrrium, cypenam, trimcthaphan cardbsulfonate* tctracthylammonhim 
bromide and synapleg. 

19. (currently amended) A Jhsi method of claim 1 a&geati ng weight loss due to underlying 
disease in a pati e n t-the- method uompri stfl g - administ e ring to th e pflfa eftt-atH&flfee tivc amount of a 
wherein the drug red uc es sympathetic ner vo us system activity drug that has an elfoc*-ort fey. 
affecting cardiovascular reflexes and thereby reduo es-SNS- aottvity . 

20. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method of claim I of treating w e ight 
k^s <j«^-ti>-a ndcrlying dis e as e m- o - patient the method eornprising administering to the patient an 
effective amount of an opiate. 

■21. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method according to Claim 20 wherein 
the opiate is any one se lected from the group c onsisting of dihydrocodeine. morphine, 
diamorphine and buprenorphinc. 
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22. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method of claim I of treating weight 



23. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method of claim 1 o f tr e ating weigh t 

km duo t o underlying d is ease in a potion! t he method comprising administering to the patient an 
effect ive amount of on endothclin receptor antagonist. 

24. (withdrawn - or. petition; currently amended) A method according to Claim 23 wherein 
the ET- 1 receptor antagonist is any-one selected from th e gro up consisting of butenolide, BQ1 23, 
BQ-788, A-216546, AHT-627, IRL3461. LU135252, S-0139, T-020K PD 142,893, PD 164333. 
RO 61 - 1 790, PD 1 56,707, SB 209670, IRL 1 038 and WS-7338 B. 

25. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method of claim 1 of treating w eighs 
lostKlw to und e rly i ng disease- ma patient th e m e th od comprising administering to the patient an 
effective amount of a xanthine oxidase inhibitor. 

26. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method according to Claim 25 wherein 
the xanthine oxidase inhibitor is anyone se lected from the group consisting of allopurinol, 7 T 8- 
dihydroneopterin, 5^,7,8-tctrahydrobiopterin, teukoptcrin, xanthopterin, ncopterin, biopterin, 4- 
amino^-hydroxypyra70lor3,4-djpyrimidine (AHPP) and oxypurinol. 

27. (withdrawn - on petition; currently amended) A method of claim 1 o44reatifig~we4ghL 
loas-due^o-imde r lying diseas e in a p€ttient-tho method comprising administering to the patient an 
effective amount of eiythropoielin. 
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dyings ase ane in a patient the m e thod comprising administering to the patient an 



effective amount of scopolamine. 
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28. (cancelled) A method of treating weight loss due to underlying disease in a patient the 
method comprising electrically stimulating the patient's muscles. 

29. (currently amended) A The method according to claim 1 wherein the underlying disease 
is any-ofle selected frop> the pro up consisting of AIDS % liver cirrhosis, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease with or without emphysema, chronic renal failure, chronic infections., cancer, 
heart disease including hypertension and chronic heart failure. 

30. (currently amended) A ]Q& method according to claim I wherein the patient has 
idiopathic cachexia. 

31. (currently amended) -A The method according to claim 1 wherein the underlying disease 
is chronic heart failure and the patient has cardiac cachexia. 

Claims 32-47. (cancelled) 
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